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I'm Bic CHIEr VicTOR HARRIS OF THE MANDINGO
Warriors. Ialways had my own mind to decide what I want
to do. I lived through segregation. I saw a lot happen to
Black people and it made me challenge when something is

not right.

[ started masking as a Mardi Gras Indian with the Yellow
Pochahantas, and it was a beautiful thing. The place on
Annette Street is where the spirit of Fi Yi Yi was born. At
first people asked me, “Why do you mask like that?” T want
to identify with the African culture. All of this is about the
ancestors. When I mask, a transformation takes place. I
become the spirit and I truly believe I'm protected. If there

are problems out there, I can solve it. I'm a peacekeeper.
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! THIS POSTER PROJECT IS A COLLABO
'\ THE PORCH AND THE NEIGHBORHOOD STORY PROJECT.

INTERVIEW CONDUCTED BY AT THE BACKSTREET CULTURAL MUSEUM BY JEFFREY DAVID
EHRENREICH IN SPRING 2007. PHOTOGRAPHS ALSO BY JEFFREY DAVID EHRENREICH.
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Victor Harris

Bic CHIEF, MANDINGO WARRIORS
SpIRIT OF F1 Y1 YI
ARTIST/DESIGNER
HEALER & MOTIVATOR
DETERMINED LEADERI

SURVIVOR & BEARER OF THE CULTURE

MAN or FarTa

........

For more information about the Porch call, 504-312-2701 or 713-504-6267.
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