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Tootie and I were together for 54 years.  He masked 

Mardi Gras Indian for 54 years too. It was in his family as far 

back as anybody can remember. His great uncle was chief of 

the Yellow Pocahontas and he inherited the tribe.  

We both had full-time jobs.  I was a beautician and Tootie was 

a lather.  We had to rush home from work to sew.  Me, I would 

be cooking and sewing at the same time. He bragged that I was 

the fastest in the world sewing beads and sequins by hand. 

The month before carnival, people would start coming to the 

house from all over.  And every time he masked, I was right 

there with him. I walked all through the years with him. We 

missed a lot but then we caught up for it in the later years.  

A few months before he died, he said, “You know something 

Joyce?  The way people love you and me makes me know that 

what I did all these years wasn’t in vain.” 
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