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Writers tend to listen, to be observers. I’m  

always painting in words, and I want to paint something 

very specific. I grew up on New Orleans Street with a 

Creole father and a mother whose family was from Mis-

sissippi. Everybody has a mom and a dad, but everybody’s 

dad doesn’t wake up in the morning and say, “Ahhhhhh-

hhh, Ya Ya. Me Di parlé mais ça, d’ici là mon ya. (This 

day is good.  My God tell me He is with us from now 

on.)” That’s the joy in life. 

I write to capture what I think is great about us. I wanted 

to hear my voice—the voices of my family and community 

in the Seventh Ward—and contribute to the discussions of 

who we are as a people. There is not one monolithic black 

culture, but there are a lot of givens within the African 

worldview: we believe in a higher power, we are close to 

family and then community. For me, Creole is Black even 

though it’s a French language. It is one of the ways our Af-

rican selves existed through another culture.
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